
 
 
 
 

2026 Budget: Music Licensing Fees 
 
As you begin to build your budget for FY2026, consider if your Chapter/Club needs to 
obtain music licenses.  
 
In the United States, if you are playing music that is protected by copyright for public 
consumption, a music license is required. This includes playing pre-event music (live or 
pre-recorded), walk on music during events and entertainment (bands, DJs, etc.). The 
organization benefitting from the works being played is the responsible party for obtaining 
the license (not the vendor or band actually playing the works).   
 
There are three main performing rights organizations - ASCAP, BMI and SESAC. Each 
covers different "books" of creators, so many organizations choose to seek licenses from 
all three organizations to avoid limiting the works plaid to just one organization's catalog of 
covered works.   
 
For more information, visit:   
www.ascap.com  
www.bmi.com  
www.sesac.com  
 
In Canada, SOCAN (Society of Composers, Authors and Music Publishers of Canada) and 
Re:Sound fees are also due when recorded music is played at events with and without 
dancing. The fees are based on the number of guests and are typically paid by the 
business/service provider playing the music (AV companies, DJs, restaurants, etc.) but 
sometimes must be paid by the company producing/planning the event.  
 
SOCAN represents songwriters, composers, and music publishers.  
Re:Sound represents artists and record companies.  
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ascap.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLScantlebury%40mpi.org%7C5e34cda57b484b3bb38c08de547135e5%7Cce03356c699048efbcf5929c8f32f15a%7C0%7C0%7C639041042687437507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4kDU5Hyz24k0xGVbzhN6M6CuRFLOG8sgtjEURbBFo9U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bmi.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLScantlebury%40mpi.org%7C5e34cda57b484b3bb38c08de547135e5%7Cce03356c699048efbcf5929c8f32f15a%7C0%7C0%7C639041042687503521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bfJ%2BfqVvoD3vvg7L1MtTnokt%2Fk%2B%2BlmxRRnadEFHQ5u4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sesac.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLScantlebury%40mpi.org%7C5e34cda57b484b3bb38c08de547135e5%7Cce03356c699048efbcf5929c8f32f15a%7C0%7C0%7C639041042687544972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ue0K9UEFucaZkLLS2O%2FHEasZ2SvA3V5EdgJMiwQPW7U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.socan.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLScantlebury%40mpi.org%7C5e34cda57b484b3bb38c08de547135e5%7Cce03356c699048efbcf5929c8f32f15a%7C0%7C0%7C639041042687606218%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r6AKSO52oAwURrLVzrp4Dn0t66YzIc4HvihrvxV1KB0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.resound.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLScantlebury%40mpi.org%7C5e34cda57b484b3bb38c08de547135e5%7Cce03356c699048efbcf5929c8f32f15a%7C0%7C0%7C639041042687666070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j7LRAcH19V4DVR5EeVFMq07cyWH3OqchQXxFV5Jgqc8%3D&reserved=0

